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Missing MiG Mystery 

Winter 2019 

Many years ago I commuted to Vancouver for my job as a ramp agent for Air Canada. One summer afternoon 

sometime in the late nineties as I walked out to the Dash-8 in Victoria I did the customary glance across the airfield that 

all aircraft spotters do. My eyebrows raised as I saw what looked like a Russian built MiG-21 glinting in the sunlight 

over on the East ramp near the tower! I knew right away why it likely was there. Post-Cold War budget cuts had left 

the Air Force with a greatly reduced budget. Certain elements of military training were to be privatized. Among these 

were the Threat simulators or adversary trainers. This role was previously carried out by the aging T-33 Silver Star jets 

operated by 414 Squadron at Comox. Those aircraft were used to train Navy crews from the Frigates at Esquimalt on 

how to defend their ships from attacks by enemy aircraft and cruise missiles etc. Now there was a series of trials to see if 

any private company could do the job. I was sure that this MiG was part of that process. I went to Vancouver for my 

four day work cycle. After work that night I was watching the news. 

The first article was another surprise. “A Russian built Fighter jet 

crashed off the West Coast of Vancouver Island this afternoon” the 

anchor man reported. I new immediately that it must have been the 

MiG I had seen that afternoon at YYJ. When I came home four days 

later I asked around. No one seemed to know anything about it. 

Time marches on. Every now and then I think about that MiG. It 

Appeared to be a MiG-21UB, the two seat MiG trainer. I don't know 

which Warsaw pact country this Fishbed (all Russian fighters were 

given “F” names by NATO) was originally from. I finally stumbled 

upon a list of MiG-21 crashes on a website. It was difficult to find info on our MiG because the Indian Air Force took up 

most of the websites. India has lost over 400 MiG-21s in crashes. Over 170 pilots and 40 civilians have been killed in 

MiG-21 crashes in India since the sixties! The MiG-21 was the most widely produced supersonic jet ever with 10,645 

built! Finally last year I stumbled on a website of MiG crashes that included the subject of this article. It was a two seat 

MiG-21US owned by U.S. Air Inc. It was Registered N9242N. 

The MiG-21 was designed to be a short range interceptor. It is the same age and class as the F-104 Starfighter or the 

French Mirage 111. It's small wing makes it tricky to land (slippery). On this fateful day (Aug 27 1999) it appears that 

the pilot of this MiG-21US was performing a simulated cruise missile attack on the HMCS Algonquin. Following a 

high speed approach to the ship the MiG. would pull up and climb to a high altitude and then dive towards the boat. It 

is believed the pilot did not pull up in time and hit the water at high speed. After a long search very little was found of 

the pilot or the plane. Since then I spoke to someone who fueled this fighter. He said the pilot had made a few high 

speed passes over the airport earlier that day. That is the only thing I ever heard about this mysterious missing MiG. 

that operated briefly from our airport! If anyone else can add to this story I would be glad to hear about it. (Jack Funk) 

A Different MiG-21UB in Czech Air Force Colours 
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Hello All, another year is drawing to a close—they seem to go by quicker 

all the time.  

We have accomplished a lot in 2019. I would like to thank everyone who 

has worked hard to make these changes possible and to make our museum 

even better. We have improved our infrastructure, held some great events, 

refurbished displays, welcomed new volunteers, generated funds, increased 

our collection and library holdings and many other things. Visitor 

comments clearly indicate that we are doing a good job.  

In looking at the future we have many short term goals and long term projects. Our front of house is 

looking a little tired and with some reorganization we 

can substantially improve our visitor’s first 

impressions of the museum. At the same time we 

make better use of space to increase gift store 

revenue. New storage will allow us to free up space 

for an IT room where our tech wizards can work in 

comfort. Our librarians would appreciate some 

changes to free up more room for our ever growing 

collection of books and reference material. We are 

currently in the thinking stage - any input would be 

welcome.  

In the longer term we have to consider ways to 

create an even more solid foundation to allow fund-

raising to accelerate for our planned new hangar and 

Lancaster restoration projects. We have met our 

fund-raising consultant and have determined that we 

need to add somebody with a professional curatorial 

background to our team. We also need some 

volunteers willing to improve our social media profile and to help promote the museum. Let a board 

member know if you have any thoughts, or if you can recommend people who will help.  

We also have to have a clear vision of our plan for the future that we can articulate clearly to prospective 

donors and for grant applications. Time will have to be spent on updating our 5 year plan and generating 

vision statements. Once drafted these will be shared with members to allow for input and to ensure that 

everyone knows where we are heading.  

Please remember that input from members to the board is always carefully considered and discussed. Also 

remember to renew your membership for 2020 and that our AGM will be held in February 2020.  

Best wishes to all 

Dave Jackson 

President BCAM 

1910 Norseman Road, Sidney, BC V8L 

5V5 

Date:  February 20th, 2020 

Time:  1 p.m. Annual General Meeting  

(Members Volunteer Lunch is before-

hand at 12:00 noon) 

Open to all members 

Please come and support your museum! 
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Calendar for Board Meetings 

January – April 

January 16 

February 13 

March 12 

April 16 

BCAM Christmas Lego Celebration 2019! 

By Jean Rollins 

Thank you to the many visitors who visited our museum on December 

28th to enjoy the LEGO brick Christmas display. The two displays, fea-

turing working trains, were the centre of the celebration. Many smiling 

faces both young and old marvelled at the intricate and amazing parts. 

Thanks to Susan Warrender and Joe Kinshella, we had Stars Wars, Dis-

ney’s Frozen and a Christmas Wonderland for all to enjoy.  

The marvellous Bernoulli machine with the floating ping pong balls drew a 

steady stream of enthusiastic participants, 

as did the colouring tables, the children’s 

area and Melilisa’s obstacle course. 

 We had 95 entries for our prize draw and over 80 of those entries had 

participated in our find the Lego Pilot game. Congratulations to our win-

ners, Conner, Gabriella and Jake.  

Thank you to our many volunteers who gave their time to insure our 

young visitors could enjoy the day. 

Hope everyone enjoyed a Van Houtte coffee and at least one portion of 

the marvellous buttered popcorn. 

MEMBERSHIP FORM IS  

ATTACHED OR ENCLOSED! 

Important Upcoming Dates 

January - April 

 

January 23 Volunteer Lunch/

Members Meeting 

February 16  BCAM Kids Fest  

February 20 12:00 Volunteer Lunch followed by  

 1: 00 Annual General Meeting  

March 19 Volunteer Lunch/Members Meeting  

April 23 Volunteer Lunch/Members Meeting  

Speakers Night: January 15, February 19, March 

25*,  

 April 15 

 * schedule change for this month only 



4 

CUBEX* and a Near Ditching by Stan Brygadr 

In Sept, 1962, the carrier HMCS Bonaventure sailed for the UK and the Netherlands with me onboard in VS-880 

Sqn (“Tracker” Anti Submarine Warfare aircraft) as the Commanding Officer’s co-pilot. About 600 miles West of 

the UK, our crew was launched to take the Supply Officer to London to make arrangements for “Bonnie’s” visit to 

Portsmouth for a mini-maintenance period. The next morning, Canadian Defence Liason Staff London advised that 

we could not return to the Carrier as she was now 1000 miles away. She had turned back west to aid in the rescue 

of passengers and crew of a Flying Tiger airliner that had ditched after 3 engines had failed! Miraculously most 

onboard that aircraft were rescued and the few who did not survive were retrieved by ships in the area and  

transferred to “Bonnie” who diverted to Ireland where they were deposited.  

After our crew spent a couple of days in London we were then ordered to fly to Portsmouth to await a suitable 

recovery time on “Bonnie”. The Carrier was so far behind schedule by this time that she had to sail passed the UK 

at all dispatch for the Netherlands and could not 

take us onboard. We were then directed to fly 

to Valkenburg in the Netherlands and await 

“Bonnie’s” arrival in Rotterdam. This visit was 

hosted exceptionally well by our Dutch hosts, 

including receptions attended by Royalty, and 

we felt that our treatment was a Canadian liber-

ation for the Dutch all over again!  

When the week long visit ended, the ship sailed 

for the UK and we recovered onboard in the 

busy English Channel, putting on a show of Car-

rier Ops for the many ships in this crowded 

waterway. During the maintenance period in Portsmouth the Cuban Missile Crisis arose and so “Bonnie” and her 

escorts, minus one Destroyer, quickly departed and sailed at high speed for Halifax. The one Destroyer was left 

behind to await the return of about 20 sailors on leave and were not aware of our recall. We arrived in Halifax on 

02 Nov and immediately loaded the ships and Sqn with ammunition and War stores and then sailed to a position 

ahead of the USN embargo line North-East of Bermuda.  

The CO’s crew remained ashore for 2 days so that I, his co-pilot, could conduct a couple of flights with VX-10, Test 

& Eval Sqn, to become familiar with some special acoustic detection equipment that was destined for the Carrier. 

We had been given a 07 Nov rendezvous position and so got airborne appropriately to meet at the pre-determined 

area. After about a 4-hr transit we reached the pre-briefed position, and guess what (?); no carrier! There was no 

place to go with but an hours fuel remaining so we climbed several thousand feet to achieve a greater radar range 

and tried to communicate with the ship on both UHF and HF, and trying to receive her TACAN and Beacon.  

Of course she was at “radio silence” until we transmitted our position and advised of our low fuel state which 

prompted her to break “radio silence” and give us her position. She was still an hours flying time away from us so 

for that one hour I held the fuel mixture levers well back of the auto-lean position to save fuel, keeping an eye on 

the cylinder head temps which would get to high if we leaned-out the fuel to much. We landed onboard after being 

airborne for 5.3 hours and with only about 10 or15 minutes of fuel remaining to dry tanks!  

We then carried out ASW and Surveillance patrols along with the other crews for a couple of days until President 

Kennedy and Premier Khrushchev settled the crisis and agreed to avoid WW3! We then returned to Halifax and 

our “anxious” families! 

* CUBEX: Cuban Exercise, or the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis which was not an “exercise” at all. but that's how it's 

referred to sometimes!  
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Venus Attacks! by Doug Rollins 

In World War II Canada faced a bevy of enemies; Germany, Japan and Italy among them. But 

they never expected an interplanetary eloper to join the fray. Thus, in late 1944 the Canadian 

military were set back on their heels when the planet Venus suddenly became a distinct threat 

to RCAF operations on the West Coast. 

By late 1943 Canada thought that the threat of direct attack from Imperial Japan had vanished. 

But on 3 November 1944 a Japanese Fu-Go [Fire Bombing] hydrogen balloon suddenly 

appeared over North America. It had spent four days in the Jet Stream, drifting from Japan to 

North America. The balloon carried 4 incendiary devices and an anti-personnel bomb. 

Between November, 1944 and April, 1945 the Japanese released about 9,300 of these devices, 

intending to cause massive forest fires that would damage the economy and spread panic in 

the general population. While they proved ineffective, (this turned out to be one of the 

wettest winters on record), the Japanese fire balloons greatly worried the military, who feared 

a biological attack from these airborne intruders. 

RCAF Station Patricia Bay was designated as the main Fu-Go intercepting base for the 

Canadian West Coast. There, two squadrons, 133 and 135, were rotated as the assigned Duty 

Squadron. This required that they maintained a section (a pair) of P-40 Curtiss Kittyhawk fighters on instant readiness, 2 

sections on 30-minute alert and 3 sections on 60-minute alert. Even so, interception was difficult. The Fu-Gos sped along 

at some 60 – 70 knots at altitudes of between 30,000 and 38,000 feet. They could appear anywhere, at any time of the 

day or night. The existing radars gave little advanced warning as the balloon had a small radar signature and the detection 

range could be as little as a few miles. Visual identification was likewise difficult, especially since the other military services 

were not even told about the existence of the balloons until January 1945. Nothing was allowed to be reported in the 

press for fear of encouraging the Japanese, and the civilian population was kept in the dark about this threat. Throughout 

the campaign, about half of the reports of enemy balloons came from visual reports. 

Once a Fu-Go was reported, the intercepting fighters were scrambled and they climbed full-out towards the reported 

position of the target. Most scrambles turned up nothing; the balloon had either slipped away, or was never there to 

begin with. By mid-February 1945 the RCAF began to realize that Venus was the source of many false sighting. On 

February 18 a total of 13 aircraft climbed with a vengeance towards the planet. Fortunately for it, Venus was at an 

altitude above their service ceiling. All three reported ‘’sightings’’ on February 21 were attributed to the rogue planet. By 

March so many alerts could be traced to Venus that the authorities re-evaluated all of the previous reports and realized 

that many chases were initiated by the decoy planet. To prevent these false sightings, the military created a report format 

that showed where in the sky the planet would appear. However, this report was circulated only within the military and 

half of the sightings came from civilian sources. The bogus sightings continued. 

Venus continued to be threatened; this time by the superb de Havilland 

Mosquito FB XXVI that was supplied to 133 Squadron in April of 1945. It flew 

faster, climbed harder, ranged wider and packed more of a punch than the P-40 

it replaced. Ironically, during this same month the last Japanese Fu-Go was 

released. Nevertheless, sightings continued to pour into military units; in the 

first week of July alone Venus was known to have been stalked 6 times. By now 

even the pilots were frustrated by the chaos that the planet had vested upon 

the RCAF. An entry in the 133 Squadron Dairy for 2 July 1945 commented:  

Three scrambles today, two of them chasing planets again. Surely someone at control should know sufficient astro 

navigation to plot the visible planets in the day time and not scramble 40,000’ ceiling Mosquitos thousands of light-years 

up. 

The end of the balloon threat, (and all of the wild goose chases) finally came in August 1945 as Japan, devastated by two 

atomic bombs, surrendered to the Allies. Venus escaped unscathed. 
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Outlasting the Cold War (Part Two) 

by Peter Keith-Murray 

Born in Bath, Somerset in 1935, Peter came to Canada, aged 10, and joined the RCAF in June 1954. He was commissioned 

in 1965 and ultimately rose to the rank of Major. During his long career, Peter served in Canada, Germany and the USA with 

NORAD and the NATO AWACS program. Peter retired from the military in 1991. This article was first published in Aircrew 

Memories in 1999. Peter lives on the Saanich Peninsula and recently retired as a volunteer cashier at the BC Aviation  

Museum. Part One of Peter Keith-Murray’s recollections appeared in the Fall 2019 issue of Norseman News. 

Politics was something else in NATO. The general’s position alternated between the Germans and the Americans; 

the Director of Operations was either a Canadian or a Dutchman. We referred to the individual squadrons by the 

nationality of their Commanding Officers. The American squadron was Squadron No 1, Canadian squadron was 

Squadron No 2, and the German squadron was Squadron No 3. The Training squadron was commanded by an  

Italian, but we never called it the Italian Squadron. Some nations were very sensitive about to whom they reported. 

Greeks and Turks had little use for each other, and the Belgian, Norwegian, Dutch and Danish contingents were  

seldom seen hanging around the German squadron. Before I left Europe, all the Forward Operating Bases (FOB) had 

been activated: Orland, Norway; Trapani, Italy; Preveza, Greece; and Konya, Turkey. SHAPE had decreed that the 

NATO airborne early warning force would not have all its eggs in one basket, so we usually had four to six aircraft 

away at the FOBs at any one time. From a personal point of view, that meant our crews were deployed for eight 

days and seven nights every five weeks or so. That also meant three of four flying sorties during that temporary duty 

period. We also deployed to RAF Waddington (near Lincoln) for several years while the Brits were going through a 

very difficult period trying to get their Nimrod DDD (AWACS) operational. 

In August 1986 I was transferred on what was probably one of the longest (distance-wise) postings in the Canadian 

Forces, from Geilenkirchen, in Germany, to Anchorage, Alaska. That’s from 7 degrees east longitude to 150 degrees 

west longitude! 

My four years of service in Alaska proved interesting. I was a staff officer with the Alaskan NORAD Region. My du-

ties included flying on the USAF E-3 AWACS aircraft as NORAD Airborne Battle Staff (NABS). There are two posi-

tions on the NABS, a full Colonel Airborne Battle Commander (NABC), and his NORAD Weapons Resources Of-

ficer, usually a senior Captain or Major. The NABC is airborne in case we lost not only our ground control facilities, 

but also our “brass” on the ground too. In Alaska, most peacetime intercepts were conducted by our hunter-killer 

package against the Soviet TU-95 “Bear Hs”, and infrequently the supersonic TU-22M “Backfire”. These aircraft have 

the  

capability of launching multiple warhead cruise missiles against North American targets. The hunter-killer package 

consisted of two F-15C Eagles that were usually scrambled from 

one of two FOBs, Galena or King Salmon, a KC-135 aerial refuel-

ling tanker from Eilsen AFB (near Fairbanks) and an E-3 AWACS 

from Elmendorf AFB (near Anchorage). The package would act 

on intelligence warnings, scramble individually to meet at a prede-

termined point many miles off the coast. The Soviets were sur-

prised on many occasions to be intercepted so far out. In fact, 

were so successful that when Gorbachev and Reagan met in Ice-

land in the summer of 1988, both agreed that intrusions into one 

another’s airspace were counter-productive and unnecessary. 

And – just like that – it was all over.  
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During my time in Elmendorf the USAF had one of their many 

administrative inspections, and it was discovered that the Cana-

dian aircrew hadn’t completed the Arctic Survival trainings, 

which was a USAF requirement if one flew in Alaska. In spite of 

our best efforts to scuttle it, we were posted to a Canadian 

Forces Arctic Survival course in Resolute Bay, Northwest Terri-

tories (Nunavut since 1999). After a week at CFB Namao for 

ground school, off we went. On that first night there were eight 

of us in an S&R tent. We were warm when we stood up, but 

terribly cold when we lay down. Thirty or forty degrees below 

all the time – it really didn’t matter which scale was used. It was 

cold! Daylight about two hours. Time to build an igloo. Our Inu-

it instructor demonstrated how to build one in less than an 

hour. Most of us were still trying to build one hours later. Final-

ly, all the cracks filled in between the snow blocks, read for 

something to eat and retire for the evening. Jeez… how come 

all those holes are developing in the wall? Our little “Bunsen 

Burner” (camp stove) is melting the chinking in the cracks. Had to turn the heat down and re-chink the igloo all 

over again! Migawd, what time is it? We’d been working on that igloo for over eight hours! Miserable night: cold, 

cold and bloody cold. 

The key to the whole ordeal was to keep moving and keep busy. Two nights in that igloo was enough; our last 

two nights were sheer heaven… we built (excavated) a snow cave. After several hours of hard work we move in, 

do a little cooking, light some candles (they formed their own little alcoves, wherever you placed them on the wall 

of the cave); it’s actually quite pretty and warm. We are comfortable sitting around in just our underwear. 

A great course, I really felt that had we gone down in the Arctic and not been injured, I’d survive until rescued. I 

was fifty-two, the oldest successful graduate of the CF Arctic Survival Course. 

I mentioned earlier how things had changed. In the summer of ’89 the Soviets made history when they arrived in 

Elmendorf with two MiG-29s and their AN-225 cargo aircraft, bigger than the USAF C-5A. The Soviets had been  

invited to the Abbotsford International Airshow, and had brought Canadian dollars but no US currency. So the  

Commander decreed that while the Soviets were on base, the Canadian buck would be accepted at par at the 

Base Exchange. Suddenly we were all scrambling for Canadian dollars. 

Another significant event the previous years was when I was President of the Mess Committee at the annual 

RCAF Anniversary Mess Dinner. As all participants appeared to be enjoying themselves, I thought it was a good 

time to ask the Alaskan Air Command Commander if he’d consider changing the command motto to “Top Cover 

For North America” rather than “Top Cover for America”. We Canadians liked to think we were contributing to 

our country’s defence as well as to that of the United States. He stood up and decreed on the sport that it would 

happen  

immediately. When I left two years later, a couple of his top advisers (senior colonels) still hadn’t spoken to me. 

As my Canadian boss later pointed out, while he thought it was a terrific idea, some people in Ottawa didn’t want 

to give the impression that the US provided “Top Cover” for Canada, particularly in the North. Once again I 

learned there are two sides to every story. 

I left Alaska in August 1990 for Victoria, and after some special leave, my final duty day was 15 January 1991. I had 

helped to keep the peace for thirty-six plus years. The very next day Canada went to war in the Persian Gulf. 
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Who Am I? I am a figure involved in aviation (and other things). Can you guess who I am from the clues below? Submit your an-

swer to norsemannews@bcam.net to gain recognition (verbal only, alas) in the next newsletter!  

1. I was born in the early years of the last century on the west coast of Canada.  

2. I had an interest in radio from an early age, leading me to complete a degree in electrical engineering, followed shortly after by 

a graduate degree in aeronautical engineering.  

3. My first regular employment after university was with the Canadian branch of an American company, where I worked on the 

prototype of a unique parasol-winged cargo floatplane (not very successful, alas).  

4. My next position was with a railcar manufacturer, but while there, I designed my first airplane. By this time, the Second World 

War was pending, the railcar company was charged with producing warplanes, and I was put in charge of production at a plant 

in Ontario.  

5. I left corporate employment (under a cloud) during the war and set up as a consultant. I worked for many national and  

international organizations, receiving many awards, including the Order of Canada. In 2019, I appeared on a postage stamp. 

Correct answers to last issue’s Who Am I were submitted by (in order) John Jarvis Lewis, Paul MacNeill and Andrew Macauley. 

The British Columbia Aviation Museum 

1910 Norseman Road, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5V5  

Ph. 250 655 3300      Website: www.bcam.net 

Your 2019 Board of Directors: 

President:    Dave Jackson   250 656 0254  recce55@shaw.ca 

Vice President:   Mike Ingram    250 881 2660  mikeingram@vicair.net  

Secretary:    Eleanore Arkesteyn  250 656 4589  inquiries@bcam.net 

Treasurer:    Brian Hay   250 655 3300  accounts@bcam.net  

Directors :    Dave Poole   250 656 4364  dpoole9@telus.net 

     Grant Hopkins  250 216 5267  snikpohtnarg@hotmail.com 

     John Lewis   250.589.2602  johnjarvislewis@gmail.com 

Other Very Nearly Important People:    

Aircraft Archives/Librarian:   Doug Rollins   250 655 4184  library@bcam.net  

Artifacts:    Barbara Gilbert  250 655 3794  artifacts@bcam.net  

Membership Records:  Norm Dressler  250 656 3771  membership@bcam.net  

Volunteer Co-Ordinator:  Jan Lewis   250 665 6062  j6877lewis@gmail.com 

Gift Shop Team (4 volunteers): Eleanore Arkesteyn  250 656 4589  giftshop@bcam.net  

Norseman Newsletter:  Dave Byrnes   250 743 3331  norsemannews@bcam.net 

Norseman Room Rental:  Barbara Gilbert  250 655 3794  inquiries@bcam.net   

Ground Maintenance:  Sally Atton   250 656 9464 

eBay Sales    Sandy Peel   250 658 5171  b.c.aviationmuseum@gmail.com 

Please contact Editor at: norsemannews@bcam.net with your ideas and comments for our future newsletters 

or in writing to  

The Editor, Norseman News, BCAM, 1910 Norseman Road, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5V5 CANADA 

mailto:norsemannews@bcam.net
http://www.bcam.net
mailto:snikpohtnarg@hotmail.com
mailto:norsemannews@bcam.net
mailto:b.c.aviationmuseum@gmail.com
mailto:norsemannews@bcam.net


British Columbia Aviation Museum 

2020 Membership Renewal 

Please complete the form below and either bring into the Museum, or send by post.  
(Please do not send cash in the post.) 

Name:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________________________________________________ 

City:_______________________________________ Prov/State:_______________ Country:_________ 

Postal Code:_________________________________ Telephone:(         )____________-_______________ 

Email:________________________________________________________________________________ 

Newsletter Preference: Email: (     ) Post: (    ) New Member: (    )             Renewal: (   ) 

Membership type: Single $35.00 (   )    Single Life Membership: $350.00   (    ) 

   Family $50.00 (   )   Family Life Membership: $500.00  (     ) 

1910 Norseman Road, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5V5 

(250) 655 3300 
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