Riser, Jens Engelstad
Age:

25

Nationality:

Norwegian

Rank:

Sub-Lt.

Unit:

Royal Norwegian
Naval Air Force

Occupation:

Pilot

Service No:

?

Birth:

9 December 1914
Romerike, Norway

Home Town:

Oslo, Norway

Death:

18 March 1941
Crash of Northrop N3-PB No. 5
Patricia, Bay, BC

Burial:

Commemorated at “Lost Airmen of the Empire”
North Saanich, BC, Canada

Others:

Lt. Kaare Kjos (Gunner)
RJE1

Biography
After Norway was invaded in April 1940 the Norwegian government in exile in
London asked polar aviator and aeronautical engineer Bernt Balchen, to set up a
training camp for the Royal Norwegian Naval Air Force (RNNAF) in Canada.
The camp, known as “Little Norway” was initially at Toronto Island airport but
was moved to Muskoka in 1942, where it stayed until February 1945. Soon after
it was established, young Norwegians migrated there to join the service. During
the winter months training was moved to West Coast stations, including Patricia
Bay, BC.
Jens Riser was one of the more than 2,500 Norwegian Airmen who came to
Canada for aviation training. He arrived in Montreal from Liverpool on board
the Duchess of Richmond on 10 October 1940. There were 18 Norwegian
servicemen on the ship, all of whom are described as ‘seaman’. In January 1941,
while based in Toronto, Jens crossed from Canada into USA at Detroit,
Michigan. He carried a certificate of Norwegian nationality issued in London,
UK, where he had been on an air training course. His purpose in travelling to
the US was to visit the Northrop factory in Hawthorne, near Los Angeles,
California. In February 1941, six Northrop N3-PB’s were delivered to Patricia
Bay from California for training the Norwegians.
Jens, who probably flew one of the seaplanes to Canada, was the pilot of N-3PB
No. 5 when it crashed on take-off at Patricia Bay the following month. His body
was recovered a week later.
Jens was born on 9th December 1914, in Romerike, near Oslo, Norway. He had a
brother, Zur, who lived at the same Oslo address as Jens used, and who was
named as his nearest living relative when he entered the US in 1941. Jens had
previously visited the US, in 1936, when he described himself as a sailor.
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Details of Crash
At about 10:00 am on 18 March 1941, three airmen from the Royal Norwegian Naval
Air Service took off in Northrop N-3PB No. 5 from Patricia Bay seaplane base.
The men aboard were:
Lt. Erik Bjorneby (Observer)
Lt. Kaare Kjos (Gunner)
Sub-Lt. Jens Riser (pilot)
The aircraft reached 300’ altitude and began a steep turn to the left. After 1200 into a
turn, the aircraft stalled and hit the water, port wing low, and burst into flames. Two
RCAF personnel, LAC’s Coulon and James, saw the crash and rushed to the scene in
their boat. They encountered a curtain of flaming gasoline, but managed to reach the
aircraft and pull out Lt. Bjorneby. Two other RCAF crash boats reached the scene and
tried to extinguish the flames, but the wreck sank with Lt. Kjos and Sub-Lt. Riser still
aboard. LAC’s Coulon and James received the British Empire Medal for their bravery.
The cause of the accident was determined to be low speed in the turn, which caused a
stall at low altitude
In June 1941, Finn Strand Kjos, the brother of Kaare Kjos, was killed in a crash of the
same type of plane when he was instructing a pupil at Island Airport in Toronto, ON,
and collided with a ferry.

Navy divers searched for the bodies of the two missing men and manged to recover
that of Lt.Kjos the day of the crash. The search continued until the body of Sub-Lt
Riser was recovered on March 25th.
On March 21st, a memorial service for the two men was conducted at the seaplane
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hangar. Their burial place is unknown. On March 22nd, the RNNAF Unit departed
from Patricia Bay.
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