Aucoin, Whitney Philip
Age:

22

Nationality:

American

Rank:

Flight/Sergeant

Unit:

No. 135 Squadron

Occupation:

Pilot

Service No:

R/126834

Birth:

31 October 1920
Baton Rouge, LA
USA

Home Town:

Baton Rouge, LA, USA

Death:

26 April 1943
Hawker Hurricane 5410
went into the sea near
Galiano Island, B.C., Canada

Burial:

Commemorated, Ottawa Memorial,Canada and
Resthaven Gardens of Memory, Baton Rouge, LA, USA
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Biography
Flight Sergeant Whitney Philip Aucoin was born in Baton Rouge, Louisiana,
USA, on 31 Oct 1920. He worked as a switch man on the railway, but his
ambition was to become an airline pilot and to this end he embarked on a
civilian flying course, completing about eight hours on dual controls. Staying at
the YMCA in Windsor, Ontario, Whitney had travelled 1600 miles in order to
join the RCAF, which he did on 5 September 1941. When asked why he came to
Canada, his reply was:
“I came because I knew sooner or later the U.S. would join the war but did not
wish to wait that long before getting overseas”.
He wanted to be a fighter pilot:
“..because you are more or less on your own and, besides that, it is the closest
thing a man can get to wings of his
own”.
Whitney had completed high school
and one year of University in 1940. He
took a year out of school from 19351936 in order to help his father, who
was going blind.
On 12 December 1941, when he enlisted,
Whitney was recommended for
training as a pilot and considered
suitable to receive a commission. At
Initial Training, he showed himself to
be cool, methodical, diligent and
dependable, all valuable characteristics
for a pilot. His spirit was excellent as
would be expected with his enthusiasm
for flying, and he was well liked.
Baton Rouge State Times Advocate 30/8/41
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At both Elementary and Service Flying
Training, Whitney performed above
average and he received his pilot’s
wings on 14 August 1942. A little less
than two months later he was posted to
No. 135 (F) ‘Bulldog’ squadron, at
Patricia Bay, B.C., Canada.
He was promoted to Flight/Sergeant in
February 1943, a rank he held when
his Hawker Hurricane went into the
sea, probably north of Galiano Island,
B.C., on April 26th. His body was not
recovered and he is commemorated at
the Ottawa Memorial and also at
Resthaven Gardens of Memory in
Baton Rouge, LA, USA.
Whitney was born on 31 October 1920
in Baton Rouge to Philip Aucoin, a steamboat captain, and Marie Adele Duhon.
He had a younger sister, Claire, born 1922. Both parents were born in Louisiana
and the family were of French origin.

Baton Rouge
State Times
Advocate
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“Queenie” the mascot of bulldog squadron #135
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Details of Crash
Flight/Sergeant Whitney Aucoin was on dusk patrol in Hawker Hurricane 5410
when it was reported overdue on 26 April 1943. The aircraft had last been seen
at 500 07” north and 1230 32” west. All air/sea rescue personnel were instructed
to stand by and an air/sea rescue Supermarine Stranraer, on navigation exercise,
was instructed to go to the area north of Galiano Island to search for an aircraft
in distress going north-west.
The following day the search was continued. Just before 5 am the captain of a
Stranraer phoned “at 1:30 received S.O.S. from a fishing boat at SE tip of
Savary Island also a message ‘have pilot on board’ ” The daily diary of the
station records that this was followed up but no information could be obtained
of a pilot being picked up. It does not record whether or not the fishing boat was
identified. Two Stranraers and six Westland Lysanders covered the area around
Savary Island making an intensive search without success.
Fourteen more searches were made by Lysanders on April 28th, and a further 13
on the 29th flying as low as possible over the land and adjacent waters, again
with no success.
A final search around Powell River was made on April 30th by a Bristol Beaufort.
When this also failed to find any clues, the search was abandoned and
Flight/Sergeant Aucoin was reported missing, assumed dead.
A Court of Inquiry
was convened on
very sparse
evidence. The
conclusion was:
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